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    On behalf of the Pharmacy Student Council, I am pleased 
to present the first issue of our newsletter - the 
PharmDigest. This newsletter is produced and managed by 
the council. We wanted something tangible that the student 
body, as well as prospective students, could read that 
pertains to the pharmacy student’s life. Our vision for the 
near future is to create one issue after each term. Each 
edition of the newsletter will highlight the term’s events and 
will inform our readers on important occurrences that take 
place within the school of pharmacy.  
  We plan on having a spotlight on one of our faculty 
members in each issue, featuring their accomplishments, 
and how life brought them to PCOM to help us cultivate our 
careers.  We also created a section in the newsletter titled 
the “Daily Dose” where we plan on having a student from 
each class share their experiences from a day in the life of a 
pharmacy student.    
   Our vision for PharmDigest in the long term is to become a 
more frequently published summary of events and to 
ultimately become a main source of information for any 
student involved with PCOM School of Pharmacy on 
Georgia Campus. 
The First Dose
Shreeya Khurana 
Historian 
*photo credit to Sirena Jia Wei Hu.  
From left: Anglin, Cooley, Abba, Fisher, Khurana, Lawson, Paek, 
Tidwell. 
Not pictured: Greenfield, Thompson, and Alexander
COMING SOON -  
Class of 2018 Chair 
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Congratulations to 
the Class of 2014! 
On Wednesday, May 28, 2014 GA - 
PCOM held graduation for the first 
pharmacy class of the School of 
Pharmacy at the Gwinnett Center. 
Just the Facts 
71 graduates 
43% males & 57% females 
62% held a bachelors degree 
 Home states of the Class of 2014: 
Employment after 
Graduation* 
55% community pharmacy 
18% considering offers  
10% residency  
9% hospital pharmacy 
9% in transition              
*statistics are based on survey responses  at graduation
10%
3%
3%
4%
8%
73%
Georgia
Florida
California
Louisiana
Mississippi
Other
Letter from the Dean 
    Happy New Year from the PCOM School 
of Pharmacy!  As a new school of pharmacy, 
we have accomplished quite a bit since the 
School opened in 2010, and I am very 
supportive of the students’ efforts to create 
this inaugural newsletter.  We have not 
been satisfied to sit on our laurels after 
having received full accreditation from the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education last year, and I am pleased to describe some of 
the exciting new developments we are working on as we 
continue to build and develop the College.  PCOM has 
received approval for university status, and other new 
initiatives that are being explored include the development 
of a graduate program in Pharmaceutical Sciences for those 
interested in pharmaceutical research and biotechnology 
careers.  In addition, PCOM will be launching a new 
Physician Assistant program on the Georgia campus in 
2016, and is evaluating other educational programs for 
health care professionals. 
    And, as many of you know, a number of pharmacy 
graduates are seeking opportunities for residency training, 
and I am happy to inform you that the School will be 
launching a new residency program this year.  We will be 
accepting 2 individuals for the inaugural residency program, 
which will be based at the School of Pharmacy in 
conjunction with Gwinnett Medical Center.  These residents 
will be further their clinical training in a number of different 
rotations at the hospital, and will also work with the faculty 
to complete a teaching certificate during their residency. 
We expect that these skills will help these individuals 
succeed in a highly competitive market for clinical 
pharmacists. 
  In summary, PCOM continues to expand on its mission to 
educate and train health care professionals, and we are 
excited about the new opportunities that lay ahead.  As 
always, education remains our highest priority and we look 
forward to supporting the needs of all of our students as we 
move forward. !
Cheers, !
Mark Okamoto 
Professor & Dean 
PCOM School of Pharmacy 
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A Warm Welcome to 
the Class of 2018! !
Just the Facts 
107 students 
Avg. PCAT = 54 
GPA = 3.0      Science GPA = 2.83 
50% from Georgia  
15% from Gwinnett County  
Avg. age = 26 
46% males         54% females 
Ethnicity: 
White Coat 
Ceremony  
The Class of 2018 participated in the 
annual White Coat Ceremony on 
October 18, 2014 at the Gwinnett 
Center. Representative, Anthony 
Alexander addressed the class with a 
memorable speech. Afterwards, the 
students presented each other with 
their white coats - a tradition here at 
PCOM. 
1%
7%
44%
21%
27% Caucasian African American
Multiple
other
Asian
The Council President’s Address 
   The Pharmacy Student Council is committed to facilitating 
an environment in which future student pharmacists can 
grow and flourish both professionally and socially. The 
Council serves as the pharmacy arm within the Student 
Senate, which also encompasses the Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine Council and the Biomedical Science Council. 
Pharmacy Council believes that it is important to establish a 
good foundation when entering the competitive work field 
therefore it provides exceptional programming, such as 
“Dinner with a Pharmacist,” Curriculum Vitae (CV) writing 
workshops, and tips for interviews. The Council also 
includes three internal committees: the professional 
development, community service, and social committee, 
which furthermore incorporates all aspects of the experience 
of the student pharmacist.   
   The PCOM School of Pharmacy was recently granted full 
accreditation status, demonstrating to the accreditation 
body (ACPE) the great opportunities for PCOM students. In 
today’s healthcare system, patients are managed by a 
healthcare team, which incorporates various health care 
professionals. PCOM allows for an environment that trains 
the future health care professional to appreciate and 
facilitate this interaction between professionals. As 
president, I am honored to represent the pharmacy student 
body both at all school-sanctioned events as well as in the 
surrounding community. I am very excited for the path in 
which the pharmacy profession is headed and feel privileged 
to be embarking on a journey that many have before me. I 
only wish to make an impact on the lives of others through a 
patient-centered approach, an approach that is instilled in 
the students here at PCOM.  
Marion Fisher 
Pharmacy Student Council President 
Questions? 
Comments? 
Concerns? 
Story ideas? 
Contact us: shreeyakh@pcom.edu 
or 
pharmacy_student_council@pcom.edu
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The Daily Dose: ASHP Midyear!
Nathan Greenfield 
Class of 2015 Chair 
    Almost two months ago, I was fortunate enough 
to attend the ASHP Midyear Meeting in Anaheim, 
California.  This yearly meeting of hospital 
pharmacists is one of the largest gatherings of 
pharmacists in the world, and is a tremendous 
opportunity to learn more about the profession of 
pharmacy in the hospital setting.  It’s also a chance 
to hear some great speakers.  Last year, I was able 
to listen to Colin Powell, and this year the keynote 
speaker was Jay Leno, who was phenomenal. 
There’s also plenty of student programming to 
help prepare you for applying to residencies, and 
I’m glad I went during my P3 year as well to 
experience all of that. The experience this year was 
special, however. As a P4 attending the Midyear 
Meeting, the main attraction was the Residency 
Showcase.  Ask anyone who has been there, and 
they will tell you that it is massive.  The showcase 
can best be described as an incredibly loud zoo, but it is also a valuable tool to help you 
decide where you would like to apply to residencies. Almost every residency in the nation 
has a booth at one of the three showcases, and 
P4s, along with some P3s, have a chance to 
meet with current residents, preceptors, and 
directors to learn more about programs.  For 
some people, there were only a select few 
programs to visit.  I clocked in at 24 programs 
visited, which was exhausting yet informative. 
But the conference isn’t all work and no play. 
After attending all three showcase events, it 
was off to Disneyland for an afternoon and 
evening of fun, which was amazing. 
    As a part of the Midyear Meeting, ASHP 
hosts a Clinical Skills Competition in which 
teams from every pharmacy school in the country compete against one another.  This year, 
Katie Bozman and I competed for PCOM, competing with other teams to best treat a 
patient who had bacterial meningitis, along with a host of other medical issues.  It was an 
amazing experience, and I highly encourage any student who is interested to compete in 
the local competitions. 
    Anyone interested in more information regarding the ASHP Midyear Meeting or the 
Clinical Skill Competition can feel free to email me at nathangre@pcom.edu. Good luck! 
*photo credit to Melissa Cheung 
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